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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year! 
Lessons learned in 2022 have made us
better, stronger, and more resilient. As we
slowly emerge from the pandemic into the
public meeting space, our shared laughter
and commitment to making a positive
impact in our community are without limits!

The Services to Youth (STY) facet set the
pace by ensuring that young women
transitioning from foster care to
independent living could do so with
confidence. To this end, the facet recently
hosted a mentoring program packed with
encouragement and wisdom for the future.
There was also sharing of good food and gift
exchanges. Several program participants are
now finishing high school and prepping for
college, and a few are finishing their first
semester of college. This ongoing program
will feature sessions on financial literacy and
entrepreneurship, and it will offer job
shadowing opportunities to participants.
(Continued on Page 2)
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HHS Delivers Gifts for Local 

Cancer Patients

The Health and Human Services facet (HHS) recently

spearheaded an effort to support local cancer

patients. As a result of an appeal to the Birmingham

(AL) Chapter , the members donated various items

and funds, thereby enabling the purchase and delivery

of 22 blankets, 80 pairs of socks and several boxes of

snacks for patients to consume while undergoing

cancer treatments. The items were delivered last

week to the office of Dr. Katisha Vance, oncologist at

Princeton Medical Center.

Last year, Dr. Vance was a guest presenter during a

community-wide health webinar hosted by the

Birmingham (AL) Chapter. "We became aware of this

need and wanted to offer our support," said HHS

Chairperson L'Tryce Slade.

"I sincerely thank our members for generously

supporting this effort," Slade said.
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With a view of the future, our chapter will recast our vison for the remaining year by looking four (4) years
ahead during our upcoming strategic planning meeting. We can be confident that our vision will always
include serving those who are marginalized-most often in ways beyond their control. We want to create
experiences for our target audience and also provide life changing experiences that will lead to the
ultimate excitement—their success! Therefore, experience, exposure and excitement will be incorporated
into our program priorities.

Given the depth of conversation about historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) and with
fifteen (15) of these institutions located in Alabama-more than any other state in the United States-you
can be sure we will continue our focus on HBCUs. Additionally, our work in this area aligns with the
national platform of The Links, Incorporated.

There is always excitement about the new year and what it will bring. This year is no exception. We aspire
to be more impactful than we were last year and to that end, we will lead with intention. We will write the
vision, be patient, and not grow weary!

Habakkuk 2:2-3: ”Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. For still the vision
awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end---it will not if it seems slow, wait for it, it will surely come;
it will not delay.”

In service,

Cheryl A. Kidd

Cheryl Anderson Kidd, J.D, M.B.A. 
President
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1970 – The Birmingham (AL) Chapter
donated a Soda Absorber to Holy Family
Hospital during the presidency of Link
Willie Maye Jones. This device is used by an
`anesthetist to assist with the elimination
of carbon dioxide’ from patients receiving
pain relief treatment. The machine was the
most modern of its kind at the time.

L-R: Virginia Elliot, anesthetist, Joseph
Calandra, hospital administrator, Links
members Mary Hollins, Mayo Forniss,
Theodora Shores, Rose T. Brown, Amyle
Boykin, Willie Mae Jones and Edythe T. Jones

FROM THE ARCHIVES



FACET NEWS

Helping Young Women Live Independently

In cooperation with the Transitional Living Program at Grace House Ministries, the

Birmingham (AL) Chapter is continuing a program to help young women successfully

transition from foster care. Led by the Services to Youth (STY) facet, the initiative offers

educational talks and life skills training to ten participants. The objective of the program is

prepare the participants to live independently after leaving the program.

“We care to help empower these young women to reach their full potential in life,” said STY

Facet Chair Daagye Hendricks.

During the annual meet and greet program in November, various gifts were presented to first-

time participants. Each received a duffle bag filled with a blanket, personalized water bottle,

socks, hangers, luggage tags, hair ties, and a cash gift card. The three returning participants

each received a canvas tote bag, blanket, and cash gift card. The group discussions

encouraged the participants to share their dreams, talents, and aspirations. Each participant,

including the Grace House chaperones, was given gift cards for a meal at a local restaurant.

In December, the facet hosted a Christmas dinner for the young women and distributed gift

cards valued at $50.00 to each of the program participants.
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“We care to help empower these young

women to reach their full potential in life.”
- STY Facet Chair Daagye Hendricks



FACET NEWS

In the United States, thousands of Americans await a donor organ to save their lives. In the African American

community, the need for such donations is acute, which is why the Birmingham (AL) Chapter joined with the

Magic City and Tri-County Chapters of The Links, Incorporated, to raise awareness about the need for organ

donations.

Designated as Donor Sunday on November 13, 2022, the three local chapters presented a special program at Sixth

Avenue Baptist Church in Birmingham. The goal of the effort was to educate and dispel myths about organ

donation. The program featured Birmingham-Shuttlesworth International Airport CEO Ronald Mathieu and his

kidney donor wife, Yasmine Mathieu. The three organizations also distributed information about organ donation

at the event. The Birmingham (AL) Chapter also hosted an awareness event at Westminster Presbyterian Church.

“There are many misconceptions about organ transplantation, which is why it is important to know the facts,” said

Birmingham (AL) Chapter Health and Human Services Chair L’Tryce Slade.

Facts to Know

• There is no age limit on donating organs.

• Anyone of any age, race, ethnicity or health status can be a donor.

• Suffering from an existing disease does not prevent organ donation. Only a doctor can determine an 

individual’s ability to donate.

• Organs cannot be extracted from a living person. They can only be harvested after the donor has passed 

away.

• Organ donors undergo extensive tests to determine their cause of death than patients who have not agreed 

to organ donation.

• Harvesting organs is done by skilled surgeons only.

• Skilled surgeons meticulously care for the bodies of both patients and donors during the donor process. 

Links member Brenda Adams was a volunteer educator at the event. She said, “Knowledge is power and saves

lives, too.”

Linking to Educate and Save Lives

Health and Human Services
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HOLIDAY SOCIAL

An Evening of Five Gifts

The number 5 held special meaning for the Birmingham (AL) Chapter when the organization 

hosted its first in-person holiday social since the start of the pandemic. Themed “The Gift of 

Friendship” and coordinated by the Social Committee, the memorable event was marked by 

fine dining and gift-giving to celebrate the organization’s commitment to friendship and 

service.  

The Five Gifts

In the spirit of the holiday, gifts were presented throughout the affair. Each gift had special 

meaning from the giver as follows:   

Gift of Nourishment, a selection of delectable appetizers symbolizing the importance of self-

care in service was gifted by Chapter President Cheryl Kidd.

Gift of Sound, a keepsake twinkle bell reminiscent of a seasonal practice at restaurants in 

New Orleans, Louisiana came from Social Committee Chair Kim Hitchens. 

Gift of Beauty, a keepsake Christmas ornament to highlight the beauty and joy of the season 

was offered by the Social Committee.

Gift of Sharing was expressed by brightly wrapped packages that members brought to the 

event. Each guest received a unique gift after the members guessed the name of the 

recipient based on brief descriptions of their personal characteristics, The exercise was 

designed to create more familiarity among members and to deepen the bonds of friendship.

Finally, “The Gift of Friendship,” was a verbal reminder that strong bonds of friendship 

strengthen the Birmingham (AL) Chapter’s enduring commitment to service in the 

community.   

“Thanks to the Social Committee and chairs Kim Hitchens and Amber Anderson.” said Kidd, 

“This evening has been a gift.”
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HOLIDAY SOCIAL

TEXT HERE
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APPLAUSE

Birmingham (AL) Chapter member
Monique Witherspoon recently
presented the devotion at the fall
meeting of the Women’s Committee
of 100 where the program focused on
the effects of COVID on students.

Birmingham (AL) Chapter member
Nikita Harris was guest speaker at
Prairie View A&M University where
she addressed “Building Mental
Fitness through Positive Intelligence.”

Birmingham (AL) Chapter member
Debra Nelson delivered a speech
about “The Power of Partnerships”
at a program hosted by UAB and
the Birmingham Business Alliance.
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LINKING WITH LINKS 

Fleeing the Storm to Find a Home
Torrential wind and rain, five feet of standing water in her home, and warnings from authorities to seek shelter or
evacuate filled the airways and headlines, forcing Kim Hitchens to flee her hometown of New Orleans, Louisiana
with her husband Butch, 16-year-old son Grant, and pet puppy Tabasco. Finding a safe place to shelter was the
primary objective as Hurricane Katrina began its path of destruction in the Bayou state. Two days before the worst
of the storm struck in 2005, Hitchens arrived in Birmingham, and made it her forever home.

Becoming a Links Member
Hitchens was inducted into the Birmingham (AL) Chapter in 2010 and has since held numerous leadership roles
including Treasurer and Hospitality Chair. Today she is serving consecutive appointments as Social Committee
Chair where she works with a team to plan and execute activities to build and strengthen the bonds of friendship
among members. “I love being a part of an organization that makes a positive difference in the lives of so many
people locally, nationally, and internationally,” said Hitchens.

Self-less Giving
Although she calls the Magic City home, Hitchens’ roots are still deep in Louisiana. She graduated Loyola University
with a degree in business administration. Her first professional job was with South Central Bell as an outside plant
engineer. She remained with the company when it became Bell South and then AT&T, where she retired as a
senior network planner. Prior to the pandemic, she would travel annually to New Orleans to participate in Mardi
Gras festivities.

As years passed, the emotional impact of Hurricane Katrina dimmed; however, the onset of the pandemic again
connected Hitchens to her hometown. When authorities encouraged the wearing of masks, many began to
scramble to get them. Hitchens pulled out her sewing machine, and using fabric she had collected over the years,
began making and distributing masks among family and friends.

“Several friends worked at hospitals in New Orleans, and I wanted to do what I could to help them, their co-
workers, and the people of New Orleans,” said Hitchens.

At her own expense, she sent a substantial number of cloth masks to Louisiana and to a skilled nursing facility in
North Carolina, where her son worked as a physical therapist. Grant is now the director of a skilled nursing facility
in Washington, D.C.

In total, Hitchens made and distributed more than 500 masks, and she underwrote all production and shipping
costs.

Staying Busy
When she is not working on projects with the Birmingham (AL) Chapter, Hitchens enjoys exercise, travel, cooking,
and reading. She also appreciates the connections with The Links, Incorporated. “Many friendships that I enjoy
today probably would not have happened if not for this organization. Our paths probably would not have crossed
and for this, I feel so fortunate!” Hitchens said.
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Beginning this month, Bham Gazette will regularly feature an article about a
member of the Birmingham (AL) Chapter. The goal is to share interesting
information and deepen knowledge about the members who are fulfilling the
organization’s commitment to friendship and service.

Kim Rieras Hitchens
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BHAM LINKS GAZETTE
Editor-Carnetta Davis           Copy Editor-Debra Nelson           Graphic Design – Marsha Morgan

We need your content! 

Information to be considered for inclusion in our Chapter’s newsletter include your facet activities and photos, upcoming 

events, and awards and recognitions of members. Please send items to Carnetta Davis at cdavis9616@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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