As we close out the fiscal year, we have a lot to be proud of. We
accomplished a lot this year. As with any progressive organization we will
continue to look at our processes and programming. Yet, programming
was stellar!
Every facet brought relevant programming to our communities.
Programming that addressed issues around mental health, financial
security, careers beyond our borders, healthy living, and we are learning
more about each other as we dig deeper into inter-generational
conversations.

Our Arts Facet collaborated with nine Alabama Links Chapters to produce “In Our Sister’s Garden” a
conversation with Ashley Jones, Alabama’s first African American poet laureate. The program was
outstanding and forward thinking. We reached beyond the borders of Birmingham to ask our sisters
throughout the state to join us. This raises the visibility of our chapter among our peers and can only
lead to something greater.

Our year was not without challenges, we had members who suffered great loss and others who had to
yield to sickness. Yet, the Birmingham chapter stayed its course. We embraced our sisters who needed
us, and we made internal adjustments to realign our resources to ensure consistency and follow through
in our commitments.
We will hold our annual retreat in May, and I am looking for great participation that will yield even more
ideas that will continue to enrich our youth and the broader community. We are a talented and giving
chapter.
During our 43rd National Assembly, to be held in Baltimore, June 29-July 3, 2022, new leadership will be
tapped. We will adapt to any new objectives needed to support both our national and area platforms for
programming.

As we continue to evolve, our goal is to develop another signature project that creates collaboration with
all facets and addresses the needs of our communities. As we secure more partners locally, it would be
ideal to collaborate with them to determine what needs they see warrants addressing in our community.
We will explore convening a roundtable of “Barrier Busters,” those who are willing to think beyond the
barriers and bring solutions to the table! Stay tuned.
This has been a wonderful part 1 of this 2-year term as your president. It is my hope that we can continue
to deepen our friendship while we serve with passion the people that we purpose to impact.
Sisterly,

/s/Cheryl Anderson Kidd
Cheryl Anderson Kidd, J.D., M.B.A.
President

The Birmingham (AL) Chapter was among the three local chapters of The Links, Incorporated
recognized by Jefferson County Commissioner Sheila Tyson for its ongoing collaboration with
Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies, a non-profit organization founded by advocate and breast cancer
survivor Brenda Phillips-Hong to raise awareness about breast cancer in the African American
community.
Vanessa Falls, Chapter member and Vice Director of the Southern Area of The Links, Incorporated
represented the Birmingham Chapter at a press conference hosted by Tyson. “In support of Founder
Brenda Hong and to echo her words: We want to encourage survivors to move on, get on and live
on,” Falls said.
Over the past several years, the Birmingham (AL) Chapter has assisted in supporting organizations
that provide breast cancer resources. In addition to working with Brenda’s Brown Bosom Buddies
since 2017, the Chapter participates annually in the Sistah Strut event and provides funding for
mammograms and diagnostic procedures at St. Vincent’s and Brookwood hospitals.

NTS Program Execution:
SMART FINANCES - ALLY WALLET WISE
More than twenty single mothers enrolled in Diane’s Heart “She
Knew There Was More” program participated in several virtual
workshops hosted by the Birmingham (AL) Chapter’s National
Trends and Services (NTS) Facet.
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Witherspoon and Beverly Anderson presented tips prescribed
by the Smart Edge/GMAC - “Ally Wallet Wise” manual, an
educational tool granted to The Links, Incorporated. Utilizing the
templates and illustrations in the manual, the NTS facet created

a Smart Finances booklet that was gifted to program
participants.
In March, the speaker was Dr. Bryan Kirby McElderry, an entrepreneur and credit counseling consultant who
provided an overview of credit matters, including how to monitor and improve credit scores, and how to
purposefully choose, apply for, and manage credit card usage. Additionally, he offered insights about how to
earn valuable award points from credit card purchases.

The program was designed to help single mothers set short- and long-term financial goals and understand
the importance of budgeting for success.

According to NTS Chair Carol Kirby McElderry, the members of the NTS facet spent many hours preparing for
the education series. She said the program was a learning opportunity for all participants, “The questions
asked by the attendees revealed there is great need in the community for good financial information.”

Kirby added, “We hope these efforts have sustainable impact on the lives of the participants.”

The Ramsay High School Chapter of NSBE, Jr (National
Society of Black Engineers) established by the
Birmingham (AL) Chapter recently participated in the
Career and Community Resource Fair sponsored by
Lawson State Community College at the Bessemer
Civic Center.
Students networked with corporate and industry
professionals and asked questions about preparing for
future careers. Some were offered internships at the
event. Participating vendors were impressed by the
students, and the smiles on the students’ faces are
indicative of a successful day and time well spent.

Emerging local artists starred in Emerge, the Birmingham (AL) Chapter’s first-ever virtual arts show.
An audience of more than 130 participants in six states tuned in to hear and see the impressive
artistry of Imani Barnes, Sapir Blain, Alicia Christian, Indigo Jones, Jaylin Pikney, Larry Silver, Allison
Thompson, and Chanel Williams. Accomplished artist John Sims was also featured. Sims is a longtime mentor in the chapter’s award-winning Emerging Artists program.
Hosted by the chapter’s Arts Facet, the art show highlighted the creativity and artistic skills of
participants by providing a space to showcase their talents, and display and sell their works. Guests
also had access to a virtual art book that featured the participating artists.
Throughout the world, chapters of The Links, Incorporated partner with museums, symphonies, arts
councils, educational institutions, and corporations to offer art programs that engage and support
artists of color. Additionally, the organization, through the various Arts facets, create and support
opportunities to educate minority youth in the arts, and present and support performances by
youth and accomplished professional artists in diverse disciplines.

Shia Hendricks, currently Senior Manager, Commercial Strategy
Pringles has been promoted and accepted the role of Senior
National Account Executive for Kellogg on the Walmart Sales team
in Bentonville, Arkansas. She will lead the Plant Based Protein
Business. Shia will maintain her residency in Birmingham while

commuting to Arkansas regularly.
Melanie Bridgeforth, president and CEO of the Women's
Foundation of Alabama, was recently profiled as part of
the Birmingham Business Journal’s CEO Awards, where
she was honored in the nonprofits category.

Gaynell Hill Hendricks, Jefferson County
Tax Assessor, was, recently chosen as a
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Conference hosted by the Culverhouse College of
Business at the University of Alabama.

A story on the impact of the undergraduate education of Judge
Debra Weston-Pickens was included in a special law edition of
From the Hilltop, the alumni newsletter of Birmingham-Southern
College. “Being a judge takes a true sense of people, empathy, and
compassion,” said Weston-Pickens.

We need your content! Information to be considered for inclusion in our Chapter’s newsletter include your facet
activities and photos, upcoming events, and awards and recognitions of members and immediate family members
(spouses and children). Please send items to Carnetta Davis at cdavis9616@gmail.com
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